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What is your vision for a 21st century research library, 

especially with regards to active innovation?  What types of 

new activities do you see university libraries developing in 

the coming decade to support faculty research, scholarly 

communication, and teaching?  Given budget constraints, 

how can we implement this? 

• Vision for the 21st Century Research Library 

• New activities 

• Funding challenges 



Vision for the 21st Century Research 

Library 

• Heart of the campus 

• robust collections 

• vibrant spaces 

• Flexible, future-oriented organization 

• embraces change 

• encourages and supports innovation 

• User-centered services 

 

 

 



Heart of the Campus:  Robust Collections 



Heart of the Campus: Vibrant Spaces 



Heart of the Campus: Vibrant Spaces 



Heart of the Campus: Vibrant Spaces 



Flexible, future-oriented organization 





 



User-centered Services 



General Libraries System Vision  

• We are vital to the teaching, learning, research, and 

outreach mission of our great University. 

 



For Wisconsin and the World 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison will be a model public 

university in the 21st Century, serving as a resource to the 

public and working to enhance the quality of life in the 

state, the nation, and the world. 

 

 



Strategic Priorities 

• Provide an exemplary undergraduate education 

• Reinvigorate the Wisconsin Idea and renew our 

commitment to our public mission 

• Invest in scholarly domains in which we have existing or 

potential strength and impact 

• Recruit and retain the best faculty and staff, and reward 

merit 

• Enhance diversity in order to ensure excellence in 

education and research 

• Be responsible stewards of our resources 



Provide an exemplary undergraduate 

education 

 
• Information literacy instruction 

• Curriculum redesign 

• “Personal librarian” 

 



Google Project Glass 



Reinvigorate the Wisconsin Idea and 

renew our commitment to our public 

mission 

 

“Radium was an instant commercial hit.  Yet the Curies chose 
not to patent their findings.  MARIE: ‘If our discovery has a 
commercial future, this is an accident.’  PIERRE: ‘It would be 
contrary to the scientific spirit.’” 

 

   -- Radioactive, Lauren Redniss, p.61 



Invest in scholarly domains in which we 

have existing or potential strength and 

impact 

 
• Research Data 

• Special Collections 

• Centers of Excellence 

• Mellon grant 

• Elementa 

• Government Publications 

 

 



Recruit and retain the best faculty and 

staff, and reward merit 

 
• Partnerships with SLIS 

• Staff development 



Enhance diversity in order to ensure 

excellence in education and research 

 

 



Be responsible stewards of our resources 

 
• Consortial arrangements 

• Preservation 



Funding Challenges 

“My head is so full of plans that it seems aflame.” 

 

  -- Marie Curie, cited in Radioactive, p.21. 

 



Funding Challenges 

• Reallocation of resources 

• Strategically fill positions 

• Fundraising 



The Wisconsin Idea 

 

 

“The beneficent influence of the 

university reaches every home in the 

state…” 

 
   --President Charles Van Hise, 1904  



The Wisconsin Idea 
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